
Passion Project 
 
Background: As Pat Ludick shared with us, during middle school, you move beyond the plane of 
childhood. In childhood, we explore and try many things in order to work out our self-concept. In 
middle school, we must build crucial project skills that will allow us to focus on a goal, work hard, and 
achieve it. To build those skills during our foundational 7th grade year, we will identify a particular 
passion we would like to pursue, using it to either inform or improve society. 
 
Objectives: 

● You will identify your interests and develop a project 
to complete this year. 

● You will create a guided proposal to persuade Julie to 
approve your project. 

● You will independently (but with guidance and 
frequent check-ins) complete a yearlong pursuit of 
your passion. 

● You will showcase your passion with a visual display 
and verbal presentation at our end of the year Passion 
Project Fair.  
 

Process: 
1. Complete a Who am I? brainstorm. Share and brainstorm together with partners or groups. 
2. Write a guided proposal to propose your year-long pursuit.  
3. Brainstorm questions and resources to accomplish your goals. 
4. Develop a schedule for your work. 
5. Complete your project both in class and outside of school. During this time, you will evaluate 

options, troubleshoot obstacles, collaborate, collect background information, manage your 
schedule, and create resources. 

6. Create a presentation to share your work with your classmates. 
7. Write a guided reflection. 

 
Notes: 

● Pay careful attention to which parts of this project may be worked on outside of class. 
● Due dates are not set in advance for class projects, since we work on them together and stay 

together as a group. Periodic “status of class” checks will help you realize if you’re falling 
behind.  

● Please see the rubric and use it to guide your work during this project. 
 
Assessment: Assessments will be in the form of dialogue with Julie and grades on individual project 
components.  Please see the rubric for details to guide you during your work.  


